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THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  DUCHY  OF  KURLAND 


Arthur  J.  Majewski , Detroit , Michigan,  NI  # 1166 


KINGDOM  OF  POLAND-LITHUANIA , 1667 

For  over  two  centuries  coins  were  issued  by  the  Duchy  of  Kurland  (also 
known  as  Courland),  and  fifteen  years  after  its  last  numismatic  emis- 
sion, Kurland  ceased  to  exist  entirely  as  a political  entity.  It  left 
no  descendants  professing  loyalty  or  allegiance,  and  no  one  to  mourn 
its  passing.  Inasmuch  as  data  regarding  its  numismatic  history  is 
fragmentary  and  scattered,  a commentary  of  all  available  information 
should  be  written  for  the  benefit  of  numismatists. 

After  serious  military  reverses  and  the  consequential  danger  posed  by 
the  power  of  Ivan  the  Terrible,  Gothard  Kettler,  the  last  Grand  Master 
of  the  Livonian  Order  of  Knights,  felt  compelled  to  secularize  the 
Order  and  place  its  lands  under  the  protection  of  Poland.  With  this 
purpose  in  mind,  by  the  Treaty  of  Wilno  of  1561,  Kettler  assigned  all 
the  Order's  lands  to  Poland,  and  in  return  received  the  hereditary 
title  of  Duke  of  Kurland  and  Semgallia  as  a vassal  of  the  King  of 
Poland . 

Poland  maintained  its  suzerainty  over  Kurland  for  234  years,  or  the 
entire  duration  of  the  Duchy's  existence.  It  is  singular  that  the 
Duchy  lost  its  political  existence  only  with  the  third,  or  last,  parti- 
tion of  Poland  in  1795.  When  the  Duchy  of  Kurland  was  absorbed  by 
Russia,  it  consisted  of  an  area  of  10,545  square  miles. 

During  its  entire  exi stence  i ts  capi tal  and  mint  were  located  in  Mitawa 
(Mittau).  The  flag  of  Kurland  was  a white  uncrowned  eagle  on  a red 
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field,  and  its  trade  jack  was  a black  spider  (head  at  the  bottom)  on  a 
a red  field.  The  crest,  or  arms,  was  a crowned  red  lion  rampant  on  a 
golden  field,  Semgallia's  crest  was  half  of  an  elk. 


The  rarity  scale  commences  with  an  R to  an  R1  to  R2  until  R8.  One  of 
a kind,  or  unique  specimen,  is  marked  with  an  RR. 

Mint  Activity  of  the  Dukes  of  Kurland 


Duke 

Mintage 

Gothard  Kettler 
1563-1587 

Talars,  Szelags. 

Fryderyk  & Wilhelm  Kettler 
1589-1639 

Trojaks  (listing  no  Duke's  name  but  an  un- 
identified portrait  of  Fryderyk  or  Wilhelm), 
Szelaga  (listing  no  Duke's  name), 

Jacob  Kettler 
1639-1682 

Dukats,  Talars,  Szelags.  (From  1661  copper 
szelags  of  the  Boratynkitype  were  struck.) 

Fryderyk  Kazimierz  Kettler 
1682-1698 

Dukats,  Orts,  Szostaks,  Poltoraks,  Szelags. 
(Fryderyk  Kazimierz  Kettler  was  the  last 
Kettler  to  strike  coins  for  Kurland,) 

Fryderyk  Wilhelm  Kettler 
1698-1711 

Mint  inactive. 

Anne,  Fryderyk's  widow 
1711-1730 

Mint  inactive. 

Marshal  Saxe,  Pretender 
1726-1727 

Mint  inactive. 

Wilhelm  Kettler 
1730-1737 

Mint  inactive, 

(Last  Kettler  died  in  1737.) 

Ernest  Johan  Biron 
1737-1741 

Mint  inactive. 

(Ernest  Johann  Biron  exiled  to  Siberia.) 

Kurland  without  a Duke 
1741-1759 

Mint  inactive. 

Karol  of  Poland 
1759-1762 

Szostaks,  Grosze,  Szelags. 

(Karol  renewed  mint  activity  in  1762.) 

Ernest  Johann  Biron 
1763-1769 

Dukats,  Orts,  Tymf s , Szostaks,  Trojaks, 
Grosze,  Szelags. 

(Ernest  Johann  Biron  returned  from  Siberia. 
King  Stanislaw  August  closed  the  mint  in 
1765,  It  remained  inactive  until  1780,) 

Peter  Biron 
1772-1795 

Dukats,  Talars. 

(In  1795,  at  the  third  partition  of  Poland,  the  duchy  was  incorporated 
into  the  Russian  Empire.) 
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A NEW  TYPEFACE 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM~12 


1 0pt. 

AAAAAAyEBbCaCDa-DEeeFGGCc; 

HhIKLMMmmNMnOOPQR 

S2^XTCUUHVWPXHYVZ 

•f,rAt>0O©0?LM,ZnPZC5T4>YYniJU] 
• * Y 4" 


Anyone  who  collects  Greek,  Roman  or  Crusader  coins  will  have  noticed 
that  catalogs'  printing  of  the  legends  often  do  not  resemble  the  let- 
terings on  the  actual  coins.  To  thosewhoare  following  the  series 
"An  Introduction  to  Byzantine  Coinage"  in  this  publication,  this 
becomes  particularly  true  as  the  centuries  advance,  as  there  is  a 
mixture  of  Roman  and  Greek  lettering  on  the  same  coins.  There  may 
also  be  problems  with  the  stops  or  marks  dividing  words.  Confusion 
may  be  further  confounded  when  one  looks  at  several  catalogs  and  their 
readings  for  the  same  coins,  e.g.  Sabatier  to  D.O. 

The  lettering  in  which  any  book  is  printed  is  called  the  "TYPEFACE". 

The  introduction  of  computers  has  produced  a problem,  namely  that  the 
type  face  must  be  digitized  - that  is  the  process  of  recording  the 
computer  shape  of  each  character  for  use  on  the  computer.  Obviously, 
the  most  common  (popular)  type  faces  will  be  digitized  first.  Type 
faces  with  odd  or  unique  symbols  are  unlikely  to  be  digitized  until 
the  old  technique  has  been  phased  out. 

David  Brown  of  the  Ashmoleon  Museum  (United  Kingdom)  quotes  the  font 
for  setting  Egyptian  hierglyphs  as  an  example. 

A similar  problem  faced  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society  (UK)  for  setting 
the  various  characters  found  on  Greek  and  Latin,  ancient  and  medieval 
coins.  Not  only  the  letter  forms  (which  may  vary  in  appearance  from 
the  same  type  in  different  specimens)  vary  but  also  the  punctuation 
marks  for  which  ordinary  typefaces  could  not  be  used. 

When  Dr.  Michael  Metcalf,  Keeper  of  the  Heberden  Coin  Room  at  the  Ash- 
molean,was  editor  of  the  Numismatio  Chronicle,  it  became  necessary  to 
digitize  the  type  face  used  for  its  printing.  Instead  of  digitizing 
the  old,  he  decided  that  a new  type  face  should  be  designed  for  setting 
the  inscriptions  found  on  coins.  This  would  have  the  advantage  that  a 
variety  of  common,  but  not  standard,  characters  in  Greek,  Anglo-Saxon 
and  Lombardic  scripts  could  be  included  with  the  normal  characters  and 
any  other  unusual  letter  forms. 

AAEZANAPOY 
KAICAP  AAPIANOC 
CA/AVGVSTVS 

h€nRI-/-R€l:D€/+l€RVSAL€m  € D’ChIPR’ 

+BA/AAOY/INXO/MI 

Samples  of  inscriptions  from  Greek, 

Roman  and  Crusader  coins  set  in 
the  new  typeface. 


A 

Each  new  character  was  drawn,  at 
an  enlarged,  size,  over  four 
inches  high. 
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Instead  of  searching  for  a designer.  Dr.  Metcalf  decided  to  do  it  for 
himslef.  Taking  the  typeface  designed  by  Bernard  Wolpe  in  1932  and 
known  as  "ALBERTUS",  he  designed  each  character,  much  enlarged  (4" 
high)  so  that  the  change  in  width  of  the  character  would  be  reflected 
proportionately  when  they  were  reduced  to  size. 

The  Oxford  University  Press  (OUP)  digitized  these  for  annual  use  in 
the  Numismatic  Chronicle  and  other  publications,  e,g.  a volume  on  the 
Welsh  Hoards  for  the  National  Museum  of  Wales.  It  has  won  a number 
of  printing  awards  though  it  does  not  yet  have  a name.  Mr.  Brown 
suggests  "Metcalf  Numismatic"  as  an  appropriate  trade  name.  Currently 
it  is  used  only  at  OUP. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  David  Brown's  article  in  the  Winter  Number,  No. 

II  of  TEE  ASHMOLEAN.  Also  to  Dr.  Metcalf  himself  for  permission  to 

do  this  short  writeup.  He  included  the  sharp  impression  of  the  alpha- 
bet shown  at  the  head  of  this  writeup. 

The  inscriptions  shown  at  the  bottom  of  the  last  page  are  taken  from 
the  publication  itself. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  the  full  article,  I will  gladly  mail  them 
a xerox  (include  60  cents  US  in  stamps). 

To  anyone  interested  in  exploring  the  matter  further,  I would  recom- 
mend Ralph  S.  Walker's  "Reading  Medieval  European  Coins",  Attic  Books, 
1979,  which  NI  member  Robert  R.  Kutcher  brought  to  my  attention. 

********************************************************************** 


The  coins  of  Septimius  Severus  with  the  reverse  "VICTORIAE  BRITTANICAE" 
are  all  part  of  a propaganda  campaign  aimed  at  the  Senate  and  the 
people  of  Rome.  The  emperor  was  sixty-three  years  old  when  he  went 
to  Britain  in  the  year  208  A.D.  The  next  year  he  and  his  two  sons, 
Caraccalla  and  Geta  took  the  title  "Britannicus".  The  British  tribes 
were  ready  for  peace  when  Severus  arrived,  but  he  felt  that  he  needed 
a genuine  victory  to  quiet  the  elements  at  home,  thus  his  rejection 
of  the  peace  offering,  and  the  following  war. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


7,  C,  G\  Campbell f Lincoln , Nebraska 3 NI  §LM^1 2 

No,  27  ^ LEO  V,  THE  ARMENIAN  (813-820) 


Leo  was  not  new  to  the  Byzantine  political  theater.  He  had  been  con- 
spicuous for  ingratitude  and  treachery,  yet  he  had  been  trusted  by 
Michael  I whom  he  deposed.  He  began  his  reign  by  trying  to  get  the 
better  of  the  Bulgarian,  Krum,  also  by  treachery.  This  failed,  but 
luckily  for  the  Empire,  Krum  died  in  814,  Before  long  the  eastern 
frontier  was  also  quiet  so  Leo  reorganized  the  army,  put  down  cor- 
ruption and  enforced  justice.  Unfortunately,  he  aimed  to  restore 
iconoclasm  for  which,  however,  there  were  few  supporters.  This  led 
to  persecutions  during  which  Michael  the  Armorian  fell  under  his  sus- 
picions and  was  narrowly  saved  from  being  used  as  fuel  for  the  furnace 
on  Christmas  Eve.  Some  of  Michael  the  Armorian's  supporters  rallied  and 
by  mingling  with  the  choiristers  entered  St,  Sophia  for  Matins  by  the 
Ivory  Gate.  They  assassinated  the  emperor  before  the  high  altar.  His 
eldest  son,  Sembat,  under  the  name  of  Constantine,  had  been  associated 
with  him  as  Augustus  early  in  the  reign.  Sembat  and  the  other  child- 
ren were  then  mutilated  and  with  their  mother,  the  Empress  Theodosia, 
shipped  to  a monastery  on  the  Princes  Islands  - the  commonest  place 
of  exile  at  that  time. 


The  Coinage 


The  art  work  of  the  coinage  still  belonged  to  the  iconoclastic  period 
and  only  two  mints  struck  coinage. 


Miliaresion,  Constantinople 


Once  again  the  only  silver  coin  was 
the  miliaresion  of  Constantinople, 
exactly  as  before  but  with  the  re- 
verse reading  in  S lines: 

+ L€Oh— SCOhSSAh— 5lb€€C©€H- 
bASILISRO  — (DAI Oh  . 

The  copper  coins  are  crude,  much  in 
the  same  style  of  the  previous 
reign  but  not  uncommon. 


GOLD:  CONSTANTINOPLE.  The  only  gold  was  a solidus  of  two  types. 

Leo  alone  on  both  sides,  the 
obverse  reading  L60b  l>aSIL€H  and 
reverse  reading  L€Oh  06SP0olS*x, 
It  is  very  rare. 

The  same  but  his  son  is  on  the 
reverse  with  the  legend  reading 

CObSoAbof  oeSP  (E  or  X) , 

SYRACUSE.  Three  types  of  gold  issued. 

a)  Solidus  with  obverse  legend  i_eon3AS(tL) . 

Reverse  legend  CO  hSTAhTWV(OS) . 


Solidus  Type  ii,  Constantinople 


194 


b)  Semissis.  Legend;  L€Ob  bAS(L€HS.  In  field;  A , 
Reverse  Constantine  CObbCAbCl  with  K in  the  field, 


Semissis 3 Syracuse  (b) 


Tvemissis , Syracuse  ( c) 


c)  Tremissis.  Leo  hbASiLe  with  A in  field, 

Reverse  Constantine  (as  last)  with  K in  the  field  and 
variant.  In  the  B.M,  catalogue  these  are  shown  as 
semissis  instead  of  tremissis. 


There  are  variants  in  all  of  these.  See  Note. 


COPPER:  CONSTANTINOPLE.  Two  types. 

i)  Leo  alone,  as  solidus  i). 

Obverse : L€Ob  bASIl/  . 

Reverse:  As  ii)  illustration  reverse. 


ii)  Facing  busts,  Leo(beard)  and  Constantine 
(beardless) . 

Obverse:  uOb  S COhSoA'. 

Reverse:  Same  as  i)  (see  illustration). 

Variations . 


SYRACUSE.  Four  types. 

i)  No  legend  with  facing  busts  of  Leo  and 

Constantine.  Reverse:  (see  illustration). 


ii)  Facing  busts,  Leo  to  left  withA>  and 
to  right  E/0*. 


Reverse:  Constantine  k onct  and  on 

either  side  of  head  C and  I. 


iii)  Obverse  as  ii)  and  in  field  right/)  and  +. 
Reverse:  Bust  as  ii)KONSo  on  either 

side  of  head  K and  +. 


iv)  Obverse  as  ii),  to  left /\  and  to  right 
E / 0 / N. 
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Follis „ Syracuse  i'ii) 


Follis,  Syracuse  iv) 


Reverse;  As  ii),  to  left  K and  to  right 
0/N. 

NOTE;  a)  It  can  be  noted  that  the  Syracuse  coins  use  a mixture  of 

Greek  and  Latin  lettering,  i.e.  C or  K,  N or  n , NotT  but  T. 

b)  Because  of  poor  dies,  poor  quality  engraving,  and  particul- 
arly with  the  provincial  issues,  the  letters  and  the  legends 


Macrinus,  the  pretori  an 
prefect  for  Caracalla, 
was  able  to  get  Martialis, 
another  member  of  the 
body  guard,  to  murder 
Caracalla  on  the  eighth 
day  of  April  in  the  year 
A.D.  217.  This  was  just 
after  Caracal  la's  victory 
over  the  Parthians. 
Macrinus  was  then  pro- 
claimed Emperor  and 
forced  into  a short  war  with  the  Parthians,  by  whom  he  was  defeated. 

At  length,  Macrinus  made  peace  with  King  Artabanes  on  disgraceful  terms 
to  the  Roman  arms.  These  peace  terms  included  restitution  for  Cara- 
cal! a' s wrongs.  Even  with  all  of  this,  Macrinus  issued  denarii  with 
the  reverse  legend  of  "VICTORIA  PARTHICA"  and  has  Victory  walking  left 
holding  a wreath  and  a palm  branch,  and  a sestertius  with  "VICT  PART 
P M TR  P II  COS  II  PP"  (illustrated). 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

****************************  *********************  *********  ************* 
BITHYNIA 

Bithynia,  a region  of  Asia  Minor,  derived  its  name  from  the  river 
Bithya.  It  is  now  Natolia,  Turkey  and  was  one  of  ten  provinces  estab- 
lished by  Augustus.  The  Emperor  Hadrian  showed  great  favor  to  the 
area  as  it  was  the  birthplace  of  Antoninus  Pius,  his  adopted  son. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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may  often  vary  or  be  uncertain. 


***************************************** ****** 


MACRINUS 


VICTORIA  PARTHICA"  DENARII 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing-  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  Tor  alT  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  unci rculated  type . CX  (— -)  = Complete 
except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

HUNGARY:  C66^C;  Y1  - 1868KB;  Y3  - C;  Y4  * 1888;  y23  ^ 1902;  Y24  - 1893, 

1895,  1896,  1903,  1905,  1906,  1909,  1915;  Y25  - 1894,  1908;  Y26  * 1915; 

Y27  - 1893,  1894,  1907;  Y30  - 1920;  Y32  - 1892;  Y32a  - 1912,  1915;  Y37- 

1927,  1935,  1936;  Y38  - 1926,  1927,  1934,  1938;  Y39  - 192FT  Y4T~r  1938; 

Y50  - C;  Y51  - 1943;  Y53  - 1944:  Y57  - 1943:  Y58  - 1946;  Y49  - 1951; 

Y60  - CX  (1950);  Y61  - 1947;  Y66  - 1947;  Y70  - 1950,  1955,  1961",  1962, 

1963,  1965,  1971  ; Y71  - 1945  , 1957,  1961  , 1963,  1964,  1 965 , T970 ; Y72  - 

1961,  1962,  1964,  1965;  Y72a  - 1968,  1969,  1970,  1978,  1979:  Y73  - 1963, 

1964,  1965;  Y73a  -'C  to  1979  X (1972,  1973,  1975,  1976,  1977);  Y74  - 

1953;  Y74  - 1952:  Y80  - 1957,  1965;  Y80a  - 1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1977, 

1979;  Y81 a - 1964;  Y97  - 1969,  1976,  1978,  1979;  Y98--  1967;  Y115  - 
1970,  1978,  1979:  Y116  - 1971,  1968;  Y117  - 1971,  1972;  Y126  - C. 

ICELAND:  Y1  - 1939,  1940,  1942;  Y2  - CX  (1938);  Y3  - C;  Y4  - CX  (1922, 

1925,  1939/6);  Y5  - 1937,  1940;  Y5a  - C;  Y6  - CX  (1940  Cop.);  Y7  - 1925, 
1940;  Yll  - CX  (1966);  Y12  - CX  (1959);  Y13  - CX  (1946,  1958,  1960, 

1965,  1966  plain,  1967,  1969  fine);  Y13a  - 1971;  Y14  - CX  (1966,  1967); 
YA1 5 - 1969,  1971  ; Y15  - C;  Y15a  - CX  (197071973  both  var.,  1974,  1975); 
Y16  - C;  Y 1 6a  - CX  (1966);  Y18  - C to  1971;  Y19  - 1967,  1970,  1971  ; 

Y20  - C;  Y21  - 1970;  Y26  - 1981;  Y29  “ 1981. 

INDIA:  (Many  Empire  and  early  Native  States  not  yet  verified  and  listed.) 

INDIAN  NATIVE  STATES:  Bahawalpur:  Y13  - C.  Baroda:  Y32a  - VS1948. 

BBopal : Y1  -'1269;  Y4  - 1271.  Bikanir:  Y18  - 1892.  Gwalior:  C87  - 
1275  ; Y46  - VS1953;  Y49  - VS1986;  Y50  - VS1999;  Y51  - VS1999'.  Hyderabad: 
Y46a  - AH  1 330 , 1338;  Y48  - 1334;  Y58  - 1362.  Indore:  Y10.2  - VS1943; 

Yll. 3 - 1944.  Jaipur:  Y19  - 1944.  Jodhpur:  Y40  - date  off.  Juna- 

gadh:  Y6.2  - VS1964.  Kashmir:  Dogra.  Y1  (?)  - C;  Y7  - VS1921,  1926; 

Y17  - VS1920 . (Anonymous ):  Y1  - VS1914.  Kutch:  Y8.2  - C;  Yll.l  - 

1783  (error);  Y33.1  - 1887;  Y46  - 1920;  Y47" - 1920;  Y55  - 1929;  Y56  - 
1929;  Y57  - 1931;  Y65  - VS1992;  Y76  - 1944:  Y77  - 1943;  Y78  - VS1999; 

Y79  - 1943,  VS2000 ; Y80  - VS1999.  Partabgarh:  C27  - C.  Porbandar: 

C32  - C.  Pudukkottai:  Y1  - C;  YA1  - CT^Ratlam:  Y4  - VS1947.  ~Tonk: 

Y29  - C;  Y29a  - C.  Travancore:  Y30a  - C ; Y32  - C;  Y32a  - C-  Y41  - 
(thin);  Y43  - C;  Y45  - Cf^46a  - C;  Y47b  - C. 

INDIA  - PORTUGUESE;  Y18  - 1901:  Y26a  - C;  Y27  - 1947;  Y28  - 1952; 

Y34~-  C;  Y35  - 1958;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - C;  Y38  - C;  Y39  - C. 

INDIA  - BRITISH:  Bengal:  C702  - C;  C703  - C;  C703a  - C;  C706  - C; 

C706a  -T7  C706d  - C;  C706e  - C;  C714  - C;  C71 4a  - C;  C716b  - C; 

C 7 1 8 - C:  C720  - C:  C854c  - C.  Bombay:  C591a  - C;  C592  - 1832; 

C592a  - C;  C593b  - C.  Madras:  C43l  - C;  C432a  - C. 

INDIA  -^BRITISH  COLONIAL:  C864  - CX  (1835M):  C866  - C;  C867  - C: 

C867a' - 1858'-'  C868  -"  1853B.C;  C874.3  - C:  Yl.l  - 1841 C:  Yla.2  - C; 

Y2a . 2 - C;  Y3a.l  - 1840C:  Y4.4  - 1840B:  Y4a.2  - 1840C. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

THE  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  COBS , by  Frank  Sedwick,  1987.  81 pp,  illus., 
8-3/8"  x 5-3/8",  paper  cover.  Available  from  dealers  in  coins  or 
numismatic  supplies,  from  numismatic  booksellers,  or  from  the  author 
at  2033  Cove  Trail,  Maitland,  Florida  32751,  U.S.A.,  $8.50. 

Dr.  Sedwick 's  book  The  Practical  Book  of  Cobs  is  a must  for  collectors 
of  Spanish  American  cobs  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a small  book 
(81  pages)  but  the  substance  summarized  in  it  is  excellent.  Dr. 
Sedwick  in  the  foreword  states  that  "this  little  work  is  part  of  a 
larger  numismatic  treatise  to  be  published  in  due  time."  Our  mouth 
waters....  The  collector  who  wishes  to  know  more  about  the  series 
will  find  much  wel 1 -di gested  material  therein.  Others,  like  myself, 
who  have  spent  their  lives  enjoying  these  odd  coins,  will  find  infor- 
mation that  in  the  past  they  had  certainly  missed.  The  illustrations 
are  magnificent  - 40  pictures  of  gold  cobs  and  50  pictures  of  silver 
pieces.  The  quality  of  the  coins  illustrated  is  as  good  as  they  come. 

Spanish  gold  and  silver  were,  for  some  three  centuries,  the  monetary 
standard  by  which  the  world  measured  its  financial  operations.  The 
U.S.  dollar  is  now  the  standard  which,  based  on  the  Spanish  piece-of- 
eight,  took  over,  from  the  Spanish  monetary  system,  the  function  of 
common  standard  of  values  and  international  instrument  of  exchange. 
During  those  three  centuries,  the  coins  which  Americans  now  call  cobs 
constituted  a very  substantial  part  of  the  Spanish  coinage.  For  col- 
lectors of  Spanish  tradition,  cobs  represent  only  one  of  a series  of 
their  country's  vast  coinage  - an  ugly  series  at  that.  Cobs  for  us  - 
or  for  that  matter  for  European  collectors  - are  not  evocative  of 
"treasure  coins"  or  the  raping  of  the  Spanish  Main,  nor  do  they  in- 
spire in  us  thoughts  of  shipwrecks,  humiliation  and  pirate  lore. 

After  all,  some  experts  have  calculated  that,  during  the  centuries, 
the  loss  of  treasure  from  war  and  nature  amounted  at  the  most  to 
about  1%  of  the  mineral  wealth  recovered  from  the  mines  of  the  Spanish- 
American  possessions. 

Nowadays,  we  are  happy  with  one  figure  inflation  every  year,  an  il- 
legal form  of  taxation.  It  is  astonishing  to  realize  that  during  the 
period  when  Spanish  coinage  was  the  world  standard,  devaluation  was 
minimal.  Inflation  and  deflation  were  due  to  the  abundance  or  scarc- 
ity of  Spanish  noble  metal,  and  not  to  economic  and  social  manipul- 
ations of  taxes  and  budgets. 

There  are  several  chapters  in  Sedwick's  book  that  are  particularly 
useful:  for  example,  the  one  on  counterfeits,  the  one  on  the  buying 

and  selling  of  cobs,  the  chapter  on  how  to  judge  the  worth  of  a cob, 
and  the  one  of  prices.  In  these  chapters  one  enjoys  fully  the  honest 
and  straight-forward  contribution  of  Dr.  Sedwick's  experience  and 
knowledge  to  our  field  of  endeavor.  Anyone  trying  to  learn  about  cobs 
would  do  well  reading  and  re-reading  those  chapters.  On  the  subject 
of  counterfeits,  a short  explanation  on  how  to  tell  a good  cast  from 
a coin  that  has  been  immersed  in  salt  water  for  centuries  would  have 
been  indicated.  A reference  to  specific  gravity,  also. 

On  the  historical  aspects,  Dr.  Sedwick  suffers  from  the  confusion 
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originating  in  the  so-called  "black  legend".  Just  to  mention  one 
point,  with  two  examples.  He  says,  "Only  Spaniards  born  in  Spain 
could  hold  public  office .. .even  cviollos  (all  white  descendants  of 
Spaniards)  had  little  or  no  political  or  social  standing."  Now  the 
examples  --  Don  Juan  Josef  de  Vertiz,  the  second  viceroy  of  La  Plata, 
was  born  in  Merida  of  Yucatan.  He  served  brilliantly  as  an  officer 
in  the  Spanish  Army,  and  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general  at  the 
age  of  31.  The  great  Argentinian  patriot,  Jose  de  San  Martin,  born 
in  Yapeyu,  province  of  Misiones,  in  Argentina,  the  son  of  a Spanish 
officer  and  a cviolla,  was  sent  to  Madrid  at  age  8 where  he  received 
his  first  schooling  in  the  "Seminario  de  Nobles."  At  age  11  he  ent- 
ered the  army  as  a cadet,  served  20  years  in  Africa,  France,  Portugal 
and  Spain.  He  fought  at  the  battle  of  Bailen  against  Napoleon.  In 
1812  San  Martin  returned  to  Buenos  Aires  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  Spanish  Army,  and  thereupon  turned  against  his  flag. 
George  Washington  was  never  given  in  the  British  army  the  opportunit- 
ies that  these  two  cviollos  and  many  thousands  of  others  were  given 
by  the  Spanish  Crown. 

On  a point  of  numismatics:  I still  do  not  accept  that  the  1622 

doubloon  shown  on  page  61,  supposedly  with  the  mint  mark  of  Santa  Fe 
(SF)  is  a coin  on  Neuvo  Reino.  Firstly,  it  would  have  been  a crass 
violation  of  Spanish  law  to  use  SF  and  not  NR  as  mint  mark.  Neuvo 
Reino  (NR)  was  the  name  of  the  province,  and  the  name  was  only 

changed  to  Santa  Fe  (SF)  in  the  first  years  of  the  1700s.  Santa  Fe 

de  Bogota  was,  of  course,  the  name  of  the  city,  but  the  law  was  very 
clear  that  NR  had  to  be  used  as  mint  mark  and  not  SF.  The  S is 

larger  than  the  "F",  and  the  "F"  does  not  even  look  like  an  "F",  it 

could  be  a B or  an  E.  The  coat-of-arms  of  Portugal  is  decidedly 
wrong,  and  against  the  policy  of  the  time.  The  possessions  of  the 
crown  of  Spain  and  those  of  the  crown  or  Portugal  were  to  be  kept 
entirely  separate  in  America,  Africa  and  Asia,  and  only  in  the  Iber- 
ian Penisula  (composed  of  the  Spanish  kingdoms  and  Portugal)  were 
Spain  and  Portugal  to  be  shown  together  to  emphasize  the  union  of 
the  Peninsula.  I still  think  the  doubloon  was  struck  in  Seville. 

Finally,  I should  say  that  silver  should  have  been  given  more  emphasis 
than  gold.  I got  my  first  gold  cob  when  I had  been  a collector  of 
cobs  for  25  years.  The  gold  pieces  are  expensive!  "Potential  col- 
lectors" of  cobs,  I must  say,  should  start  collecting  silver  cobs, 
the  cheaper  pieces,  before  getting  involved  in  the  gold  for  which 
prices  can  be  astronomical. 


Reviewed  by  L.  Cancio 

★ •k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k  ★ ★★★★★★★★★ 


CHURCHILL  COMMEMORATIVE  CROWN 


(Reduced 
si  ze) 


The  Sir  Winston  Churchill  Commemor- 
ative Crown  of  1965  was  engraved  by 
sculptor  Oscar  Nemon.  Although 
lightly  engraved,  the  portrait  is 
a remarkable  likeless  of  the  war- 
time prime  minister. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Albert  L.  Gammon,  P.  0.  Box  1343,  Sun  City,  AZ  85372:  WANTED:  China 

- Chihli  Y7 1 a 20<t  Yr.  31 , Kansu  V4U8  bU  Cash,  Kiangsi  VA435  10  Cash 
CD1912,  Kiangsu  Y158  5 Cash  1901,  Y160,  162,  B162,  C162  10  Cash  1904- 
05,  Shantung  Y220,  221,  221a  10  Cash  1904-05;  India  States  - Bhunagar 
KM1  Dokda,  Cooch  Behar  Y5  ^ Ru  1912,  Y7  ^ Ru  1914,  Y9  Ru  1923,  Dewas 
Senior  Y3  Paisa  1944,  Faridkot  YA1  Ru  1941,  Jind  Y2  Ru  1937,  Kish- 
angarh  Y4  h Ru,  Y3,  5 ^ Ru,  Y6,  6a,  Rupee;  Russia-Armavi r Y1  Rouble 
1918,  Y3  5 Roubles  1918,  Daghestan  Y3,  3a,  10  Toman  AH1338,  Y2  5 Toman 
1918. 

Cleal  Falke,  P.  0.  Box  3206,  Shreveport,  LA  71133:  Wish  to  exchange 

notes  with  anyone  who  has  counted  the  beads  on  Mexico  8 Reales  1898Mo 
AM  original  or  restrike. 

Bob  Kriz,  1980  N.  Atlantic  Ave.,  #809,  Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931,  (305) 
784-0505 : NEED  Roumania  World  War  I Victory  Medal,  Bulgaria  Y37  cu-ni 

10  Leva  1930,  and  Malta  Y45  1977  1 Pound,  circulation  issue.  Also 
several  different  Columbia  and  5 Peso  gold  coins. 

James  K.  Allen,  88  John  Teague  Road,  Franklin,  NC  28734:  Am  currently 

assisting  a friend  in  England  compile  a list  for  publication  of  all 
known  (with  photos  where  possible)  medals,  medallions,  awards,  and 
tokens,  etc.  either  depicting  the  London  Crystal  Palace  (1851-1936) 
itself  on  at  least  one  side,  or  events  that  were  held  in  the  Palace. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  any  collectors  of  this  material  or  any- 
one having  knowledge  of  rarities  in  this  field, 

John  F.  M.  Ross,  620-16  Rosedale  Rd.,  Toronto,  M4W  2P4,  Canada: 

WANTED  dated  1960,  UNC  or  BU:  Brazil  Y76  10c;  Br.  Honduras  Y26  25c; 

Iran  1339  YA140a  1R;  Italy  Y103  501;  Malaya  & Br.  Borneo  Y2  10c; 
Mauritius  Y27  5c;  Muscat  & Oman  1380  Y16  5b;  Portugal  Y54  50c. 

Please  give  prices. 

Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  22849,  Seattle , WA  98122 : Studying  Thailand 

Bangkok  (Chakri)  Dynasty  bullet  coins,  seeking  to  establish  relative 
rarity  and  confirm  existence  of  some  types.  Would  anyone  having  any 
scarcer  pieces,  or  any  multiple-mark  (3  or  more  punches)  write  for  my 
survey  sheet?  Does  anyone  have  access  to  a good  museum  collection? 

Paul  Wai chul ai tis , P.  0.  Box  213,  Waupaca,  WI  54981:  WANTED  - German 

States  minors  for  research.  Looking  for  overdates  and  other  common 
errors  on  the  most  common  pieces.  Willing  to  buy  at  up  to  40  to  50% 
of  catalog,  or  will  trade  other  world  coins  if  I have  them  available. 
Please  write  if  you  think  you  have  anything  of  interest. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal , or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 
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